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“Uptown Girls” Offers Summer Fun

By Veronica Velasquez
Staff Writer

(41 ptown Girls,” from
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
Pictures, stars Brittany Murphy,
Dakota Fanning and Marlee
Shelton. “Uptown Girls” is in-
credibly sloppy at first, with
Murphy tottering around in
platform shoes, falling all over
the place like an overgrown
Lizzie McGuire. The movie,
which is similar to the “About
a Boy” plot of the child of a
former rock star, features
Murphy as Molly Gunn, the
pampered orphan child of two
rock stars.

Molly, who has been living
the rock ‘n roll princess fantasy
life sans ambition, direction, or
meaning, finds herself suddenly
destitute, the victim of a greedy
accountant who has taken her
parents’ fortune and left her
and her pet pig penniless.

Visionary Show &t

By Veronica Velasquez
Staff Writer

he works of local vision-

ary artist Christa Schanda
are featured in the exhibit
“Retrospective” at the Sun
Gallery.

The show, which opened
Aug. 6, will run through the
end of the month. There will be
a public artist’s reception fea-
turing Schanda Friday, 5:30 to
7:30 p.m. The Sun Gallery is lo-
cated at 1015 E. St. in Hayward.

Schanda describes her
paintings as “realistic art.”
The paintings are done in sev-
eral mediums, including
silkscreen, acrylic and litho-
graph. Her work features vari-
ous themes, most notably im-

After several unsuccessful
attempts by her friends to issue
her a reality check, Molly
stumbles upon the job of nanny
to the prematurely middle-aged
Ray, played by Dakota Fanning.
Ray, who carries her own soap
in a hermetically-sealed con-
tainer and takes so much medi-
cation that she rattles when she
walks, doesn’t think much of
Molly or her lifestyle.

Ray, who has managed to
scare away all her former nan-
nies, is “8 going on 40,” and her
rigidly adult sensibilities are
horribly offended by Molly, who
breaks stuff as she dances
around to Prince and, according
to Ray’s schoolmates, “looks
like a crack whore.”

What follows is the basic in-
spiration-free tale of Molly
learning how to be an adult and
Ray learning how to be a child,
as they grow to like each other
in spite of their obvious dispar-

oun Gallery

ages of ballet dancers, Ba
ha’i-inspired work and her
hope for world peace.

The artist, who studied in
Vienna and England and has
held art shows throughout
Europe, now lives in Castro
Valley. She is an alumna of
San Jose State University. The
exhibit is her solo debut in
America.

“We always feature local
artists here,” said Cynthia
Valdez of the Hayward Sun
Gallery. “It’s so sad when art-
ists’ work is never seen. There
is so much to offer right here
in the East Bay.”

Persons wishing more in-
formation may call 581-4050.

“My working experience of the business could do wonders for you.”

Debbie M. Ferketich

MORTGAGE CONSULTANT
925-275-6850

Toll Free: 888-684-4292
FAST LOAN APPROVALS

Competitively Priced Loan Programs
BWC Mortgage Services

A Bank of Walnut Creek Affiliate
Purchase, Refinance, 2nds, Equity lines, FHA,

No Income Qualifiers and Challenged Credit OK
Email: Debbie@bwcemtg.com *

Website: www.bwemortgage.com/debbie

ity. It is almost impossible to
like Molly, or care about her
hardships, in the beginning.

The audience is subjected to
scene after scene of Molly be-
having goofily, Ray scowling in-
tolerably, and the set spinning
incessantly to illustrate the fact
that Molly’s life is like a teacup
ride, a stomach-lurching at-
tempt at artful cinema that will
have you swearing off roller
coasters, if not movies, for life.

But then the movie redeems
itself, and you start to care. It
is almost sneaky the way “Up-
town” slips meaningful mo-
ments in with the sappy stuff.
Ray, who has a dying father and
a stranger for a mother, is used
to reaching out and finding no
one there. But Molly is there
now, because she has nowhere
else to go.

Both of them undergo a re-
markable metamorphosis,
which has enough emotion in
the second half of the movie to
make you wonder why the first
half was so lame. It seems fan-
ciful that such a transformation
could take place in the space of
a 90-minute film, but we actu-
ally get to see it happening, and

so we can believe it.

Brittany Murphy is comical in
her role as Molly, with her trade-
mark squeaky voice lending
charm to her already quirky char-
acter. Although she plays a shal-
low, spoiled rock star, she has a
relentlessly sunny outlook,
partly because her character has
no idea what she’s in for, and
partly because she is a giving
person, in spite of her lifestyle.
Like Bugs Bunny kissing Elmer
Fudd on the lips, Murphy
bounds through the movie, tak-
ing her lumps and then getting
up to bebop along again.

As the precocious, neurotic
Ray, Dakota Fanning is deeper
than a lot of adults. She is wise
in a sad, curmudgeon-like way,
and all the sadder still because
she thinks she’s all right. Fan-
ning makes you believe in her
by making it seem as though
she’s just being herself.

“l liked the little girl. She
was the boss of the household.
She said what she felt, and
didn’t let anyone tell her what
to think,” said Athena
Tolentino, 15, of San Francisco.
“Molly was really beautiful and
funny.”
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Join us for

“A Gathering of Artists”
Monday, August 11, 03
By 6:30pm-9:30pm

[ The Book Shop

New/ Used Books ¢ 43 yearsin Downtown Hayward

At The Bistro 1001 B
(corner of B & Main.) ,
-’:W < Call The Book Shop "y’
5 for more information.

© You rewelcometo stop by and say hello and browse
\ our over 40,000 titles, or giveusacdl if you can't.
Our friendly helpful staff will take your order for new
B books, most which will arrive here within aweek.

@m \\\ut;k/., \\\;G. i’: -
% 1007 B St. 510-538-3943
¥ g M-F10-6 Sat.9-5 Sun.12-4

BEST DISCOUNT CENTER!
DURANT MARKETPLACE

CLOTHING » SHOES * JEWELRY
* HOME FURNISHING = GIFTS
* PHONICS « BEAUTY SUPPLIES » PERFUME
« ELECTRONICS = CD'S & TAPES

Open 10am -

1 have the answers, solutions, and expertise that is most often sought by Home Owners and Home Buyers.

7pm.Open Sundays 1lam - 6pm.
Closed Tuesdays

10970 Interiational Blvd.
Crakl: 11‘1-;.1 LA
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Grad Summit Saturaay

GMAT/GRE test prepara-
tion workshop by Kaplan,”
publisher of test prepara-
tion materials.

Informational sessions
will tackle how to finance a
graduate-level education.
Writing workshops are de-
signed to illuminate the of-
ten arduous task of apply-
ing for grad school.

“Even though we have
events throughout the year,
this is the first time it has
been held on a weekend,”
said Lampkin. “The Gradu-
ate Summit is here to accom-
modate people with busy
schedules during the week.”

Refreshments will be
provided.

Those interested may
RSVP at (510) 885-3286 or
register online at www.csu-
hayward.edu/gradsummit.

By John Harris Jr.
Staff Writer

rospective grad stu-

dents will be able to
learn about CSUH graduate
programs and sharpen their
skills for the application pro-
cess at Saturday’s Graduate
Summit.

The summit will provide
workshops, presentations,
and meetings dedicated to
preparing students to pur-
sue their masters’ degrees,
from 10 a.m. until 1 p.m. in
the Student Union.

“Students can expect to
meet representatives from
our graduate department,”
said Natalie Lampkin admin-
istrative assistant at the Of-
fice of Academic Programs
and Graduate Studies, “and
they can even attend a

STEVE SOUZA’S PAST & PRESENT
DOLL & BEAR SHOWS

DOLL & BEAR SHOW & SALE

**PLEASANTON* *
SATURDAY: August 9, 2003

*Vintage, Mechanical, Designer & New Dolls”*
Designer & Vintage Bears* Toys * Books* i
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*Supplies *Minitures* Doll Repairs*
*Beanie Babies* Barbie & Fashion Dolls*

A major Show in Northern Californial
i) 300+ Sales Tables in one building!
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--!"'-' Also joining the show will be
“THE TEDDY BEAR JAMBOREFE”"

ALAMEDA COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS
FWY. 680 SO. FROM 580 (OFF AT BERNAL)
LEFT AT VALLEY TO GATE 8
GENERAL ADMISSION: $4.00
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
WITH AD: GENERAL ADMISSION ONLY $3.50
SENIOR CITIZEN: $3.00
CHINA DOLL WOODEN NICKLE : $3.00
CHILDREN UNDER 12 FREE

PRESENTED BY:STEVE SOUZA
(619) 300-2789 E-MAIL RSOUZA111@AOL.COM
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Call (510) 885-3526 or e-mail to pioneeradagency@hotmail.com, get Results Fast in the Pioneer Classified Section



