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Arts

Bay Area Slam Series Redefines

By John Harris Jr.
Staff Writer

he 5th Annual Battle of the
Bay, a competitive spoken
word / slam poetry series, kicked
off its July tournament last Mon-
day at the Canvas Gallery and
Café. Boasting a night of raw,

hardly traditional, in-your-face

Poetic Dream: Jason Bayani
prepares to deliver his poetry.

emotional outburst, the inner
Sunset venue was fraught with
excited poetry virgins and sea-
soned members of the Bay Area’s
growing spoken word community.

“This is a chance for the best
of the five prominent local poetry
teams to compete for a northern
California title,” said Vadim
Litvak, series coordinator and
longtime poetry enthusiast. “All
proceeds go to sending the
teams to the nationals in Chicago
this year.”

Regional teams from Berkeley,
San Francisco, Oakland, Sacra-
mento, and San Jose each pro-
duced four representatives to
square off in verse.

Each poetry slam is an inter-
active experience where mem-
bers of the audience are ran-
domly selected to judge the po-
ets on a “one to ten” scale simi-
lar to those of the Olympics. Af-
ter every poet has performed, the
points are tallied and the team
with the highest combined score
is that night’s winner.

“We encourage judges to
score according to their most ba-
sic reactions to the poetry’s con-
tent and delivery,” said Litvak
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Poetry for Many

noting the usual uproarious
holler or vocalized disdain of the
crowd’s reaction to the scoring
results, “and we also offer to es-
cort judges to their cars at the
end of the night.”

Content and delivery found in
slam poetry is often far from the
ilk of your average high school
English class. With its often
coarse subject mat-
ter accompanied by
raucous presenta-
tion, the excitement
and emotion of the
evening’s poetry
translated into thun-
derous applause
from those crowding
the intimate setting.

The slam saw its
share of heartfelt
love poetry, searing

“My working experience of the business could do wonders for you.”

Competitively Priced Loan Programs

Email: Debbie@bwcmtg.com * Website: www.bwemortgage.com/debbie

1 have the answers, solutions, and expertise that is most often sought by Home Owners and Home Buyers.

Debbie M. Ferketich

MORTGAGE CONSULTANT
925-275-6850
Toll Free: 888-684-4292
FAST LOAN APPROVALS

BWC Mortgage Services

A Bank of Walnut Creek Affiliate

Purchase, Refinance, 2nds, Equity lines, FHA,
No Income Qualifiers and Challenged Credit OK

BEST DISCOUNT CENTER!

DURANT MARKETPLACE
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social commentary,
uproarious comic
routines, and bitter-
sweet personal con-
fessional pieces.
Slam poets are free
to do work in any
style on any subject
in the competition,
provided itis original
and without props.

“I hope to make this my life’s
work,” said Banyani, a youth
counselor in Oakland’s Tender-
loin district. “It’s my dream to

provide a positive intersection for
youth and art that many never
experience.”

The San Francisco and San
Jose teams tied for first place at
Chicago National Poetry Slam
Competition in '99. “They liter-

ally tore the trophy in half,” said
Litvak, “it was an unprecedented
victory for the Bay Area.”

After the close of the July se-
ries, the five local teams will go
on to challenge teams from all
over the US, Canada, Europe and
Asia in this year’s national finals.
More information and poetry
event listings are available at
www.norcalslam.com.
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“l want the emo-
tion and power in my
poetry to speak to
everyone in a room
at the most honest
level possible,” said
Jason Bayani, the
only poet to receive
a perfect 10 at the
slam. Artfully cata-
loging personal
battles with both his economic
and ancestral roots, his poem
“Proletariat Bronze” moved the
audience to screams and tears
even before its completion.

“While growing up in Fre-
mont, | always loved writing. But
my schooling never pushed me
toward poetry,” said Bayani who
rediscovered his youth’s attrac-
tion to words in college and has
since graduated from SF State
with a degree in Creative Writing.

Audience Participation: HURRAHs, BOOs, and randomly selected
judges are the heart of a true poetry slam.
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( L’Amour Shoppe

GIFT AND VIDEO STORE FOR
DISCRIMINATING ADULTS

We carry a wide selection of magazines,
novelties, gifts, DVD’s and Video Movies.
Modern Arcades.

Come & Visit Us Today!
22553 Main St. e Hayward e (510) 886-7777
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The Urban Teacher Academy

We offer the following programs to assist you on

* CBEST PREPARATION WORKSHOPS
Math, Reading & Writing Sessions
Now forming for the Target Test Date of

Apply onlinefor a CBEST application:
http://www.edschool .csuhayward.edu.

« FUTURE TEACHER MENTORING

Complete 45 hours of K-12 classroom field
experience(We Place YOU!) and receive
a$10.00/hr. stipend or get 4 units credit.

the pathway to teaching:

August 9, 2003

Math Workshop Dates
July 31,Aug. 1,2& 3

Reading Wor kshop Dates
July 19, 20, 26 & 27

Writing Wor kshop Dates
July 19, 20, 26 & 27

or Call 510-885-2068

PROGRAM

TheUrban Teacher Academy, A& E 213
California State University, Hayward
School of Education and Allied Studies
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After onelook at this planet
any visitor from outer space
would say
“I WANT TO SEE THE
MANAGER.”
(William S. Burroughs)

Let us help them contact you.
Advertise with The Pioneer Newspaper. (510) 885 3526

50% OFF
In Stock Dressers,
Chests, Desks,
Bunkbeds,
& Bookcases.
Finished &
Unfinished
Natural Wood
Furniture
1098 A St.
Hayward

/_

ROOM FOR
RENT

ROOM EOR
-

1BR/1BA for rent. é—ggﬁax’?‘rgr:‘g
Walking distance to short walk to camf)us.
Cal State. Full household
$ 485 plus utilities. privileges for
$ 250 Deposit. nonsmoking
Underground Sfter(;‘;l] ? %?]l; l:at
. udent.
parking. OK. $465/mo.;
International utilities included.
students are $100 deposit.
welcome. Available
(510) 909 - 0826. August 1.
(510) 582 - 8378

(510) 581-4001

SPARE ROOM?
Rent it out thru
The Pioneer.
Reasonable
Rates.
Call: (510)885-
3526

RENTALS

| el el My sulils |
HAYWARD $ 795/mnth.
Clean One Bedroom Plex .
Quiet, clean one bedroom cottage type
unit with cable & free water & garbage.
Enclosed parking. Small complex on
quiet street. Near shopping,
BART and transportation.

| (510) 538 - 7666.

L Jricceriignion, 4

1, 2 & 3 bedroom
apartments and
townhomes available

NOW. We love students!

|
Now Available!
HAYWARD

BENTLEY PLACE 1BRs-from $895/mo.
(510) 538-9525 2BRs-from $1295/mo.

GATEHOUSE SQ.
(510) 538-9321

1BRs-call for quote.
2BRs-from $1195.

PARK ORCHARD
(510) 886-1055

1BRs-from $925/mo.
2BRs -call for quote.

WHITMAN GREEN
(510) 581-406

1BRs-from $935/mo.
2BDs-call for quote.

WOODLARK
(510) 582-1567

1BRs-call for quote.
2BRs-call for quote.

MISSION HEIGHTS
(510) 581-5343

1BRs -from $975/mo.
2BRs-from $1225/mo.

CRESTVIEW
(510) 581-4141

1BRs -from $850/mo.
2BRs-from $1195/mo.

PINECREST 1BRs-from $950/mo.
(510) 537-1390 2BRs-from $1250/mo.

CASTRO VALLEY

CEDARS 1BRs-from $895/mo.
(510) 581-3700 2BRs-from $1195/mo.
CREEKSIDE 1BRs-call for quote.

(510) 581-4280 2BRs-from $1295/mo.
www.felson.com

Call (510) 885-3526 or e-mail to pioneeradagency@hotmail.com, get Results Fast in the Pioneer Classified Section




