The Pioneer

Pioneer Heights Phase Three Student
Housing Expansion Continuing

Phase IIl Makes Visible Progress: The newest housing units on the Hayward campus are slated to wrap up in the fall of this year.

By Victoria Howell
Stoff Weite

onstruction on Phase Three

housing—new units at Cal State
East Bay designed in part to replace
International House down the hill
from the Hayward campus—is ex-
pected to be completed by the fall
quarter of 2008.

Phase Three housing will be a
duplicate of the university’'s cur-
rent Tamalpais building where the
majority of the freshmen residents
live with seven fellow roommates,
have no stove, and have an interior
hallway structural design.

“The biggest difference to be
expected for phase three housing
is that there will be a new dining
hall where there will be more food
options and more opportunities to
break bread with international as
well as native students,” said Trang
Nguyen, administrative support co-
ordinator for Student Housing and
Residence Life.

“Phase Three housing will be a

great change for all residents,” said
Tahira Music, 22, a business market-
ing major and Resident Assistant at
CSUEB. “Being an international stu-
dent from Sweden, I have benefited
from living in Pioneer Heights and
being an RA; this combining of liv-
ing quarters will help international
students get a feel for hands-on
American culture.”

A big part of being a Resident
Assistant is building a safe com-
munity, providing customer service
for residents, educating through
programming, and make living in
Pioneer Heights and overall healthy
and exciting experience.

“From a Resident Assistant per-
spective, this is the diversity change
we need,” said Music. “I would
love to have a program where we
honor and recognize other cultures,
and traditions by having programs
tailored to international students in
the heights.

By expanding housing with the
new Phase Three addition, this
means more ground coverage for
Resident Assistants that are on
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duty; as it is their job to do nightly
rounds, ensuring safety, tending to
lockouts, and just saying “hello” to
neighbors.

“This will help bridge the gap and
make the college experience more
fruitful for both international and
American students,” Said Nguyen,
“There is so much to learn from one
another.”

International House, located on
Carlos Bee, has been the living
quarters for international students
for several years.

“They are so isolated all the way
down there at I-House; I feel like we
are in competition rather than in co-
operation with our fellow students,”
said Music.

The language barrier is also a
common topic that presents itself
when Phase Three comes up in dis-
cussion.

“This is a great opportunity to
learn a language for free,” said
Nguyen. “Many students want
to learn English and what bet-
ter place than in your own living
quarters.”
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RAs Are Student Housing Staff for Residents

By Victoria Howell
Staff Writer

R esident Assistants are paid
student staff members who
work in campus housing—building
community, putting on informational
programs, mediating disputes and
enforcing policy.

At Cal State East Bay this quarter,
there are 16 Resident Assistants that
are divided up among seven buildings
that house about 800 residents of the
Pioneer Heights community.

“Resident Assistants play arole in
the success of our University,” said
Resident Assistant Cherese Stall-
ings. “We make residence life excit-
ing and fruitful through program-
ming and utilizing our resources on
campus, such as the Student Health
Services and department deans and
professors.”

Residents are encouraged to bring

forth their ideas, talents and opinions
as far as things they want to see hap-
pen, do or have. Residents can put
on approved programs, too, either
collaboratively or individually.

“We help connect the residents
to the campus by helping bridge the
gap, where residents sleep at night
and go to school during the day,” said
Resident Assistant Rahni Lewis.

Every month, RAs are required to
advise students about educational,
social, physical, emotional and sexual
issues.

“The Resident Assistants collabo-
rate with different departments on
campus to put together programs
to meet the different needs of the
residents,” said Stallings.

Professors from the communica-
tion, sociology and kinesiology de-
partments, just to name a few, have
come to the Heights to help with
programming and creating aware-

ness on different topics.

“My goalis to create a positive liv-
ing learning experience for residents,
and collectively we all make housing
a fun place to be," said Lewis. “I
feel like there is a strong connection
between the University itself and
Pioneer Heights residents.”

Dances, potlucks, haunted hall-
ways, door decorating contests,
card-making and game nights are
some programs that have brought
residents out of their apartments and
into the community.

“It's unfortunate that some resi-
dents don't want to get involved
with programs or socials that we put
on,” said Lewis. “(Those) residents
miss out on meeting new people,
trying new things and getting that
active college experience that many
students long for when they don't
participate in these self enriching
programs and events."

Students Film Documentary of Olympic Protests

I:I Protest, from page one.

the face of those who op-
pose the Chinese government
and their international rela-
tions.”

However, Sumbi described
Darfur protesters differently:
“The protesters demonstrating
for Darfur were more peaceful
than those for Tibet. Many of
those in support for Darfur made
it known that although they
oppose China’s assistance of
the Sudanese government, they
refuse to resort to violence or
undignified tactics to have their
message heard.”

The “tense” situation was
further enhanced by last-minute
route changes made by Mayor
Gavin Newsom and his advisors.
In what one onlooker described
as a “big mess,” police pushed
spectators onto the sidewalk in
order to widen the route so the
torch could pass through. How-
ever, once the protesters realized
the torch would not be coming
through, they spilled into the
route and began running to get a
better location in which to view
the torch.

“It was very humbling to be
part of such a historical event re-
stricted to such a condensed part
of the nation,” said Miguel Solis,
a Cal State East Bay student,
videographer at the event. “As a
first hand source, it is vexing to
see how the Mayor of SF denied
ten thousand people their right

to expression at a global level.”
This was a reaction echoed by
many after the event, who had
come hoping to express what
they believed in to the fullest
extent possible.

Sumbi and Davis will be finished
with their documentary on Darfur
by the end of the spring quarter —
watch for Cal State East Bay's news
broadcasts and documentaries com-
ing soon on brightcove.com.

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH is taking submissions for its

DonNALD MARKOS PRIZE FOR POETRY
Deadline: Monday, April 21, 2008
Open to all CSUEB Students — Bring Entries to English Office, MB 2579

Three prizes: $100, $75, $50
Plus publication in Occam’s Razor

GUIDELINES AND RULES:

. AU[]1(§I‘S must bC/h'&VC bccn Cnl’()”(jd as an undcrgraduatc or gl‘aduatc

student during the academic year 2007-2008

(summer, fall, winter, or spring).

« Submit up to three poems. Only one prize per poet.

« Poems must be clearly printed on standard size white paper. Use a standard
font, such as Times Roman or Arial, 12 point, black ink.

« Your name must not appear anywhere on the ms. Atrach a cover sheet wich
the poems’ titles, your name, address, email address and your phone number.

. Prcvious[y Publishcd poems are not cligib[c,

« ALL poems will be considered for pub[ication in Occam’s Razor.

Finalists will be determined by a panel of faculty and student edi-
tors and then forwarded to a published poet from outside CSUEB
who will determine the award winners.

http://class.csueastbay.edu/english/- (510) 885-3153
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